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NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  ROSLINDALE 

PARKS    Acreage 

ROS-1.    Adams  Park  (Rosl indale  Square)  0.78 

Washington  and  South  Streets 

ROS-2.    Fallon  Field  7.57 

South  and  Robert  Streets 

ROS-3.    Healy  Playground  9.63 

Washington  Street  and  Firth  Road 

ROS-4.    Hillside  Street  Play  Area  (Poplar)  0.44 

Poplar  Street  between  Hillside  Avenue 
and  Delano 

ROS-5.    Parkman  Playground  2.06 

Wachusett  Street 

ROS-6.    Savage  Mini  Park  0.02 

Birch  Street  and  Belgrade 

ROj8^7.    WashHni|to|f*and  Beec|»~£treet  Housing  Development  J%^ 
/  Waihljfgtofllnd  JBeecjfi  |treets  '     >■ 

ROjj^B.    Archd\afe  Housing!  Development  """frj,^ 

'  Washingtorvjitre^t  and_  Archdale  Road  / 

ROS-9.  -  12.   Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 


SQUARES  AND  MALLS 

ROS-13.   Emmet  Square  0.02 

South  Conway  and  Roberts  Streets 

ROS-14.   Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 


Neighborhood:  Roslindalc 

Map  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Space 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^QGu^tAUCr 

Site  Name:  M^Wh  g}^ 

Location:  Wa^tiM^TDM  ^^QOrH-^r"      Acreage.7        7g>A- 

Evaluation  Team:  ^  jj  Wt^ 


tSbe^ 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Type:  ^twave^ 


Evaluation  Date:     a>.^7»  £7 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^gMM^ygt^ 


Weather  Conditions: 


« 


Site  Plan 


Washington  Street 


i* 


sst^_ 


Sfc- 


^3  -^UvoXU^J. 

C  C  -  ^W-b  Ou(-   • 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

War  memorial.   Shrub 
planting  effective 
here.   Concrete 
walk  in  poor  condition. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Random  placement  of 
flower  beds  breaks 
up  space.   Trees  a 
significant  feature 
of  park. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Memorial  urn.   Flower 
bed  would  be  more 
effective  if  on  side 
of  urn  facing  walk. 


I 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Park  ringed  by  fence 
with  pillars  at 
entrances.   Concrete 
swales  at  walk  edge 
an  effective  drainage 
detail,  in  addition 
to  making  walkway 
accessible  to 
vehicles. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Bollards  at  this 
entrance  not  in  good 
condition,  need 
replacement. 
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Site  Photograph  6 

Park  would  have  more 
visual  impact  on 
Washington  Street 
if  parking  confined 
to  right-hand  side 
of  street. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

These  three  pictures 
a  small  park  near 
Adams  Park.   Is  it 
Parks  and  Recreation 
land? 


Site  Photograph  2 


Site  Photographs 


Neighborhood:  Roslindalc 

Site  Name:  Adams  Park 

Location:  Washington  and  South  Streets 

Acreage:  0.78  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Adams  Park  is  a  triangular  parcel  in  the  commercial  center  of  Roslindale  at  the 
intersection  of  Washington  Street,  Cummins  Highway  and  South  Street.  It  is 
surrounded  by  commercial  land  uses.  The  site  has  a  perimeter  sidewalk  as  well  as 
internal  paths  responding  to  major  points  of  access.  The  focal  point  of  the  space 
is  a  granite  war  memorial  in  the  western  corner  of  the  park.  A  flagpole  and  a 
commemorative  urn  are  placed  on  either  side  of  the  main  pathway.  The  green  is 
surrounded  by  a  steel  picket  fence  and  a  planting  of  linden  trees.  Shrub  and 
flower  beds  highlight  the  park.  There  are  Victorian-style  lamps  along  the 
pathways,  and  benches  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  park. 


Condition  Assessments: 


On  the  whole,  the  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition.  Except  for 
two  small  damaged  sections,  the  steel  fence  is  in  very  good  condition,  as  are  the 
benches  and  flagpole.  Two  of  the  four  lights  are  in  good  condition.  The  remain- 
ing two  are  leaning  as  a  result  of  footing  settlement  The  monuments  are  in 
excellent  condition.  The  concrete  paving  and  some  bollards  are  in  fair  to  poor 
condition  and  need  replacement  The  trees  and  shrubs  are  all  in  good  condition, 
requiring  only  maintenance. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Adams  Park  is  very  well-maintained  and  greatly  enhances  the  appearance  of  this 
commercial  center.  This  park  illustrates  the  strong  and  appealing  visual  character 
achieved  with  a  simple  linear  planting  of  one  species  of  shade  tree.  Shrub 
plantings  accentuate  the  entrances  and  monuments.  The  only  shortcoming  is  in 
the  location  of  the  flowerbeds.  The  three  beds  around  the  flagpole  break  up  the 
lawn  area  and  would  better  highlight  the  park  if  located  along  path  edges. 

Salt  stored  in  a  box  on  site  should  be  removed  from  the  park  when  not  needed  to 
prevent  damage  to  plants.  Views  of  the  park  would  be  more  outstanding  if 
parking  was  not  allowed  along  the  Washington  Street  edge. 


xni-5 


Neighborhood:  Roslindale 

Site  Name:  Adams  Park 

Location:  Washington  and  South  Streets 

Acreage:  0.78  A        Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


ROS-1 


Site  Description: 


Adams  Park  is  a  triangular  parcel  in  the 
commercial  center  of  Roslindale  at  the 
intersection  of  Washington  Street,  Cummings 
Highway  and  South  Street.  It  is  surrounded  by 
commercial  land  uses.  The  site  has  a  perimeter 
sidewalk  as  well  as  internal  paths  responding  to 
major  points  of  access.  The  focal  point  of  the 
space  is  a  granite  war  memorial  in  the  western 
corner  of  the  park.  A  flagpole  and  a 
commemorative  urn  are  placed  on  either  side  of 
the  main  pathway.  The  green  is  surrounded  by  a 
steel  picket  fence  and  a  planting  of  Linden 
trees.  Shrub  and  flower  beds  highlight  the 
park.  There  are  Victorian  style  lamps  along  the 
pathways,  and  benches  along  the  southern  edge  of 
the  park. 


Condition  Assessments: 


On  the  whole,  the  standard  park  built  elements 
are  in  good  condition.  Except  for  two  small 
damaged  sections,  the  steel  fence  is  in  very  good 
condition,  as  are  the  benches  and  flagpole.  Two 
of  the  four  lights  are  in  good  condition.  The 
remaining  two  are  leaning  as  a  result  of  footing 
settlement.  The  monuments  are  in  excellent 
condition.  The  concrete  paving  and  some  bollards 
are  in  fair  to  poor  condition  and  need 
replacement.   The  trees  and  shrubs  are  all  in 
good  condition,  requiring  maintenance. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Adams  Park  is  very  well  maintained  and  greatly 
enhances  the  appearance  of  this  commercial 
center.  This  park  illustrates  the  strong  and 
appealing  visual  character  achieved  with  a  simple 
linear  planting  of  one  species  of  shade  tree. 
Shrub  plantings  accentuate  the  entrances  and 
monuments.  The  only  shortcoming  is  in  the 
location  of  the  flower  beds.  The  three  beds 
around  the  flagpole  break  up  the  lawn  area  and 
would  better  highlight  the  park  if  located  along 
path  edges. 

Salt  stored  in  a  box  on  site  should  be  removed 
from  the  park  when  not  needed  to  prevent  damange 
to  plants.  Views  of  the  park  would  be  more 
outstanding  if  parking  was  not  allowed  along  the 
Washington  Street  edge. 
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DITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STANDARD  PARK 
BUILT  ELEMENTS 
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SITE  NO. 


2ITY  OF  BOSTON 
3ARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 


SITE  NO. 
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NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 
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UITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  J530iKtt^ALrr 

Site  Name:  ^AUCN  rvsup Site  Type:  fU^a^uvU 

vocation: BeL6^s^e ^  uJArOA/acnr     "  Acreage;      757  A~ 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Team:<>P  ^  btM  £-tr   Weather  Conditions*. 


Evaluation  Date:  '2>*'Z7t  b~7- ^nn^wt  , 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  R^i/kM-h^U  ^  KR. 


Site  Plan 
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Site  Photograph  1 


View  along  edge  of 
soccer  field  with 
retaining  wall  and 
slope  along  Robert 
Street.   Fence  or 
railing  needed  at  wall 
to  prevent  people 
from  falling  over  it. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  across  field 
to  slope  -  good  for 
sledding.   Would  be 
visually  improved  by 
planting  of  trees. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Sloped  area  poorly 
maintained.   Steps 
into  park  not  used. 
Some  sections  of 
original  fence  remain. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Trees  in  need  of 
surgery.   Retaining 
wall  falling  down  in 
some  places. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Playground,  on  a 
slope.   Sand  play 
surface  gravitates 
downhill. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Playground.   Rubber 
matting  a  safety 
hazard  at  edges.   Old 
equipment  infrequently 
used.   Street  hockey 
to  left  reportedly 
never  used.   Fencing 
vandalized'. 


p.  3. 

SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph 

Entrance  to  courts. 
Litter,  grass  in 
drainage  swail. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Basketball  in  good 
condition  and 
frequently  used. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Entrance  to  park  at 
right.  A  "hangout" 
place  at  night. 


Neighborhood:  Roslindale 
Site  Name:  Fallon  Field 
Location:  South  and  Robert  Streets 
Acreage:  7.57  A 
Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Fallon  field  is  a  large,  irregularly  shaped  park  abutting  the  MBTA  commuter  rail 
to  the  south  and  Walworth,  South,  Robert  and  South  Walter  Streets  along  the 
other  park  edges.  The  high  ground  on  the  western  half  of  the  site  is  developed 
with  tennis,  basketball  and  street  hockey  courts  as  well  as  a  playground.  Below  a 
steep  embankment  are  located  concrete  spectator  seating  for  a  lighted  baseball 
field  and  a  field  area  used  for  soccer. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  Standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Some 
elements  (fencing,  lights,  bleachers,  monument  and  steps)  are  in  good  condition. 
The  sports  facilities  vary  from  fair  to  good  condition,  except  for  the  street 
hockey  court  which  is  in  poor  condition.  The  play  area  is  in  fair  condition,  but  the 
rubber  safety  matting  is  coming  up  and  there  is  glass  in  the  sand.  The  park's  tree 
plantings  are  in  fair  condition  and  need  immediate  maintenance  and 
tree  surgery. 


JL.C 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Fallon  Field's  topography  and  occasional  mature  tree  plantings  contribute 
positively  to  the  park's  visual  quality.  The  hillside  could  be  visually  strengthened 
if  additional  trees  were  planted  to  highlight  and  accent  it  Because  of  the  size  of 
the  park  relative  to  the  number  of  large  trees,  the  space  has  an  open  and  somewhat 
bare  character. 


The  circulation  system  needs  to  be  improved.  It  is  not  adequately  responding  to 
circulation  needs  as  is  evidenced  by  several  prominent  dirt  path  ways  through  the 
park.  Much  of  the  existing  walkway  needs  to  be  resurfaced. 

The  retaining  wall  along  South  Street  is  failing  and  needs  repair.  The  perimeter 
fence  along  the  rail  line  is  also  in  need  of  repair. 

The  playground  has  been  constructed  on  a  slope  and  the  sand  surfacing  is  sliding 
downhill  There  is  fencing  on  only  two  sides,  and  the  remaining  two  sides  should 
be  fenced. 
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Neighborhood:  Roslindale 

Site  Name:  Fallon  Field 

Location:  South  and  Robert  Streets 

Acreage:   7.57  A       Site  Type:  Playground 


No. :  FQS-2 


Site  Description: 


Fallon  Field  is  a  large  irregularly  shaped  park 
abutting  the  MECCA,  commuter  rail  to  the  south  and 
Walworth,  South,  Robert  and  South  Walter  Streets 
along  the  other  park  edges.  The  high  ground  on 
the  western  half  of  the  site  is  developed  with 
tennis,  basketball  and  street  hockey  courts  as 
well  as  a  playground.  Below  a  steep  embankment 
concrete  spectator  seating  for  a  lighted  baseball 
field  and  a  field  area  used  for  soccer  are 
located. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  standard  park  built  elements  are  in 
fair  to  poor  condition.  Some  elements  -  fencing, 
lights,  bleachers,  monument  and  steps  -  are  in 
good  condition.  The  sports  facilities  vary  from 
fair  to  good  condition,  except  for  the  street 
[  hockey  court  which  is  in  good  condition,  although 
[the  rubber  safety  matting  is  coming  up  and  there 
is  glass  in  the  sand.  The  park's  tree  plantings 
are  in  fair  condition  and  need  immediate 
maintenance  and  tree  surgery. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Fallon  Field's  topography  and  occasional  mature 
tree  plantings  contribute  positively  to  the 
park's  visual  quality.  The  hillside  could  be 
visually  strengthened  if  additional  trees  were 
planted  to  highlight  and  accent  it.  Because  of 
the  size  of  the  park  relative  to  the  number  of 
large  trees,  the  space  has  an  open  and  somewhat 
bare  character. 

The  circulation  system  needs  to  be  improved.  It 
is  not  adequately  responding  to  circulation  needs 
as  is  evidenced  by  several  prominent  undesignated 
ways  through  the  park.  Much  of  the  existing 
walkway  needs  to  be  resurfaced. 

The  retaining  wall  along  South  Street  is  failing 
and  needs  repair.  The  perimeter  fence  along  the 
rail  line  is  also  in  need  of  repair. 

The  playground  has  been  constructed  on  a  slope 
and  the  sand  surfacing  is  sliding  downhill. 
There  is  fencing  on  only  two  sides,  and  the 
remaining  two  sides  should  be  enclosed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  ZC&Jh}V>AL& 

Site  Name:  feAO^  HA&&CX)H\?         Site  Type:  PUuhzUL- 

Location:  WA^tfiM^rpM^r  ^Wct*  rep>  AcreageT    ^1.(J^pAi:~ 


ITE  NO. 


Acreage: 

Evaluation  Team:  ^P^F^tf  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  <3«gfr.  trj. 


XXr\-zz\4^ 


\  Surrounding  Land  Uses:  K^iM^YU^ ,  towJM&isaAU- 


(Site  Plan 


R^i^M'hvtL   *~ 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  parking  lot. 
pool  building  and 
bermed  area  behind 
parking. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Planting  of  Hawthorns. 
Difficult  to  maintain 
because  of  thorns. 
Overgrown.   Needs 
removal . 


Site  Photograph  3 

Lack  of  maintenance; 
vandalism.   Basketball 
courts  located  far 
into  park,  difficult 
to  police.   Location 
next  to  parking  lot 
would  be  preferable. 


p. 3 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Slope  behind  bleacher 
being  eroded.   Used 
as  a  short  cut. 
Railing  along  stairs 
would  prevent  such 
use. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Water  fountain. 
Good  stone  work. 
Visual  character 
could  be  enhanced 
with  planting. 


J 


Site  Photograph  6 

Bleak,  utilitarian 
face  of  park  on 
Washington  St.   Sign 
too  small  to  announce 
park. 
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SITE  NO. 

Site  Photograph  7 

Desire  lines,  or 

j^^^SS 

undesignated  ways 

along  park.   Plans 

"^™ 

^   *  3 

indicate  paths  here. 

Fencing  has  been 

kept  to  a  minimum 

along  Furth  and 

Florence  Streets. 

Positive  step  not 

to  over-fence  park. 

Site  Photograph  8 

View  across  field. 
Park  barren  looking, 
needs  more  planting. 


Nieghborhood:  Roslindalc 

Site  Name:  Healy  Playground 

Location:  Washington  Street  and  Firth  Road 

Acreage:  9.63  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


Healy  Playground,  a  trapezoidal  park,  is  prominently  located  on  Washington 
Street  and  bordered  by  Firth  Road,  Florence  Street  and  residences.  The  park 
consists  of  large  playing  fields,  basketball  courts  and  a  pool  building.  The  site  has 
some  shade  tree  plantings  along  Firth  and  Florence  Street  as  well  as  adjacent  to  a 
parking  area  near  the  pool  building. 


Condition  Assissments: 


Almost  all  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition,  except  for 
some  areas  of  fencig  which  are  in  poor  condition.  The  sports  fields  are  in  fair 
condition.  However,  the  basketball  courts  are  badly  vandalized  and  unusable.  The 
pool  building  is  extremely  vandalized  and  unusable.  The  trees  are,  for  the  most 
part,  in  good  condition.  The  shrub  bed  adjacent  to  the  parking  area  is  in  very  poor 
condition  and  needs  improved  maintenance.  The  non-sports  turf  is  in  fair  condi- 
tion. Healy  Playground  is  scheduled  for  renovation  by  the  City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Healy  Playground  suffers  from  deterioration  and  abuse.  Vandalism  appears  to  be 
an  extraordinary  problem  for  this  park.  The  basketball  courts,  remotely  located 
along  the  north  edge  of  the  property,  are  totally  ruined.  Dirt  bikes  have  torn  up  the 
grass  in  some  areas.  Maintenance  also  appears  to  be  minimal. 

The  bare  and  severe  appearance  of  the  park  will  be  greatly  improved  with 
additional  tree  plantings  planned  by  the  City.  The  many  grassy  areas  not  reserved 
for  sports  play  would  be  good  places  for  such  planting,  particularly  along  the 
embankment  below  Washington  Street 

Development  of  an  internal  pedestrian  circulation  system  wide  enough  to  accom- 
modate maintenance  vehicles  would  respond  both  to  the  need  for  pathways 
(indicated  by  worn  paths),  as  well  as  the  need  for  maintenance. 
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Neighborhood:  Roslindale 

Site  Name:  Healv  Playground 

Location:  Washington  Street  and  Firth  Road 

Acreage:  9.63  A       Site  Type:  Playfield 


No. :  ROS-3 


Site  Description: 


Healy  Playground,  a  trapezoidal  park,  is 
prominently  located  on  Washington  Street  and 
bounded  by  Firth  Road,  Florence  Street  and 
residences.  The  park  consists  of  large  playing 
fields,  basketball  courts  and  a  pool  building. 
The  site  has  some  shade  tree  plantings  along 
Firth  and  Florence  Street  as  well  as  adjacent  to 
a  parking  area  near  the  pool  building. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Almost  all  standard  park  built  elements  are  in 
fair  to  good  condition,  except  for  some  areas  of 
fencing  which  are  in  poor  condition.  The  sports 
fields  are  in  fair  condition.  However,  the 
basketball  courts  are  badly  vandalized  and 
unusable.  The  pool  building  is  extremely 
vandalized  and  unusable.  The  trees  are,  for  the 
most  part,  in  good  condition.  The  shrub  bed 
adjacent  to  the  parking  area  is  in  very  poor 
condition  and  needs  improved  maintenance.  The 
non-sports  turf  is  in  fair  condition.  Healy 
Playground  is  scheduled  for  renovation  by  the 
City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Healy  Playground  suffers  from  deterioration  and 
abuse.  Vandalism  appears  to  be  an  extraordinary 
problem  for  this  park.  The  basketball  courts, 
remotely  located  along  the  north  edge  of  the 
property/  are  totally  ruined.  Dirt  bikes  have 
torn  up  the  grass  in  some  areas.  Maintenance 
also  appears  to  be  minimal. 

The  bare  and  severe  appearance  of  the  park  will 
be  greatly  improved  with  additional  tree 
plantings  planned  by  the  City.  The  many  grassed 
areas  not  reserved  for  sports  play  would  be  good 
places  for  such  planting,  particularly  along  the 
embankment  below  Washington  Street. 

Development  of  an  internal  pedestrian  circulation 
system  wide  enough  to  accommodate  maintenance 
vehicles  would  respond  both  to  the  need  for 
pathways  (indicated  by  worn  paths) ,  as  well  as 
the  need  for  maintenance. 
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Neighborhood:  fiPSUNtaHer 
Site  Name:Htu^aEc?*3r:  HJ*<  /Has*-      Site  Tyve-.O^Mtydo^  Uf 
Location:  RytAf?  ^ujm  if  u^t^^PStANoAcreage;    -^H-A~ 
Evaluation  Team:  "^fM  ft  If"  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date  -.     ^  ^b '  £7 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:     I^U^Jt*^ 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Dumping  of  blacktop 
and  other  construction 
materials. 


Site  Photograph  2 

No  mature  trees. 
Trees  could  be  thinned 
to  encourage  growth 
of  shade  trees. 


Site  Photographs 

Dumping  quite 
extensive.   Currently 
covered  by  leaves. 


.*& 


fte 


Site  Photograph  4 

Canes  of  polyganum, 
an  extremely  invasive 
weed.   Site  needs 
continued  maintenance 
to  prevent  species 
from  taking  over  site. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Streetside  half  of 
site  maintained  as 
lawn. 


Site  Photograph  6 

One  of  two  young  trees 
planted.  By  neighbor- 
hood group? 


Neighborhood:  Roslindale 

Site  Name:  Hillside  Street  Play  Area 

Location:  Poplar  Street  between  Hillside  Avenue  and  Delano 

Acreage:  0.44  A 

Site  Type:  Undeveloped  Lot 


Site  Description: 


Hillside  Street  Play  Area  is  a  small  rectangular  sloping  site  located  on  Poplar 
Street  with  a  rightnof^vay  access  through  Delano  Court  The  lower  half  of  the  site 
adjacent  to  Poplar  Street  is  a  lawn.  The  rear  half  of  the  site  is  dominated  by 
polyganum  thickets  and  maple  and  elm  trees  that  have  established  themselves  in 
the  area.  The  site  has  occasionally  been  used  as  a  dump.  There  are  no  developed 
park  facilities.  The  site  is  evidently  used  for  informal  play. 


\^ 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  size  of  this  parcel,  its  narrow  rectangular  form  and  its  slope  limit  its  ability  to 
be  developed.  Leveling  the  site  would  require  considerable  retaining  wall 
construction.  Development  as  a  passive  use  area,  possibly  including  play  struc- 
tures, would  be  the  best  use  of  this  area. 


XIII-8 


_4l 


Neighborhood:  Roslindale 

Site  Name:  Hillside  Street  Play  Area  No. : 

location:  Poplar  Street  between  Hillside  Avenue  and  Delano 
Acreage:  0.44  A        Site  Type:  Undeveloped  Lot 


PDS-4 


Site  Description: 


Hillside  Street  Play  Area  is  a  small  rectangular 
sloping  site  located  on  Poplar  Street  with  a 
right-of-way  access  through  Delano  Court.  The 
lower  half  of  the  site  adjacent  to  Poplar  Street 
is  a  lawn.  The  rear  half  of  the  site  is 
dominated  by  Polyganum  thickets  and  Maple  and  Elm 
trees  that  have  established  themselves  in  the 
area.  The  site  has  occasionally  been  used  as  a 
dump.  There  are  no  developed  park  facilities. 
The  site  is  evidently  used  for  informal  play. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  size  of  this  parcel,  its  narrow  rectangular 
form  and  its  slope  limit  its  ability  to  be 
developed.  leveling  the  site  would  require 
considerable  retaining  wall  construction. 
Development  for  a  passive  use  area,  possibly 
including  play  structures,  would  be  its  best  use. 
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SPORTS   FACILITIES 
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SITE  HO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Bollards  work  well 
to  restrict  vehicular 
access.   Less 
intrusive  than  chain 
link  fence. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Maintenance  vehicle 
access,  compacting 
grass.   Basketball 
in  left  background. 


Site  Photographs 

Stone  wall  in  good 
condition,  but  needs 
repair  in  this  area. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Site  for  renovated 
playground. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Standard  park  shelter. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Spray  area,   not   in 
use.      Used  as   a 
"hang  out"  place. 
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Neighborhood:  Foslindale 
Site  Name:  Parktnan  Playground 
Location:  Wachusett  Street 
Acreage:  2.06  A       Site  Type: 


No. :  FOS-5 


Site  Description: 


Playground 


Parkman  Playground  is  a  rectangular  park  located 
at  the  corner  of  Wachusett  and  Barlow  Streets. 
It  abuts  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  to  the  east 
and  a  large  parking  lot  to  the  south.  In  order 
to  develop  two  little  league  fields  the 
originally  sloping  site  was  leveled  and  a 
well-built  stone  wall  sited  along  Wachusett 
Street.  Ihe  slope  below  the  cemetery  was 
partially  excavated.  A  basketball  court  and  a 
spray  pool  are  located  in  this  southwest  corner 
of  the  park.  There  is  an  open-air  shelter  near 
Wachusett  Street,  and  a  playground  under 
renovation. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  standard  park  built  elements  are  in 
fair  to  good  condition  except  for  chain  link 
fencing  which  is  deteriorated  in  some  sections. 
Ihe  wall  also  needs  repair  in  some  areas.  Ihe 
basketball  court  is  in  fair  to  good  condition  and 
the  little  league  fields  are  in  fair  to  poor 
condition.  Infields  need  improvement  and 
outfields  are  in  need  of  regrading.  Ihe  trees 
are  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition, 
requiring  maintenance.  Parkman  Playground  is 
scheduled  for  renovation,  including 
rehabilitation  of  sports  facilities  and  fence 
repair  as  well  as  the  playground  renovation 
currently  underway. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Bollards  are  used  to  restrict  vehicular  access  in 
some  areas  of  Parkman  Playground.  Their  use 
demonstrates  a  successful  and  a  visually  more 
pleasing  solution  to  traffic  control. 

The  visual  quality  of  the  Wachusett  Street  park 
edge  would  be  greatly  improved  if  the  chain  link 
fence  were  installed  on  a  concrete  mow-strip  to 
facilitate  weed  removal.  The  park  edge  along 
Barlow  Street  would  be  significantly  improved  if 
it  were  paved  and  a  curbed  sidewalk  installed. 


Maintenance  of  the  basketball  court  and 
playground  currently  requires  that  maintenance 
vehicles  traverse  the  entire  length  of  the 
ballfield.  This  traffic  compacts  the  soil  and 
damages  the  grass.  Provision  for  maintenance 
vehicle  access  should  be  made.  Ihe  steep  slope 
above  the  basketball  court  and  spray  pool  is 
difficult  to  maintain  and  may  require  the 
construction  of  a  retaining  wall. 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Parking  at  left  of 
square  blocks  view 
of  square' from 
Belgrade  Avenue. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Shrubs  vulnerable  to 
cars  and  snow  plows. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Park  would  be  more 
visible  if  at  a 
higher  grade,  and 
had  more  shrubs. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Good  specimen  Cherry. 
Park  handicap 
accessible. 
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Neighborhood:  Roslirtdale 

Site  Name:  Savage  Mini-Park 

location:  Birch  Street  and  Belgrade  Avenue 

Acreage:  0.02  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


RQS-6 


Site  Description: 


Savage  Mini-Park  is  a  very  small  triangular 
parcel  bounded  by  Corinth  Street,  Belgrade  Street 
and  Belgrade  Avenue.  There  is  a  small  brick 
sidewalk  that  traverses  the  park.  On  one  side  is 
a  small  brick  paved  area  that  once  had  a  bench 
and  on  the  other  side  is  a  memorial.  An 
attractive  Cherry  tree  highlights  the  space. 
Neighboring  land  uses  are  commercial, 
recreational  and  residential  (a  senior  center) . 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  curbs,  memorial  and  paving  are  all  in  good 
condition.  The  Cherry  tree  is  in  excellent 
condition,  and  the  shrubs  show  evidence  of  damage 
from  snow  plows.  The  grass  is  in  very  poor 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Because  of  the  very  small  size  of  this  space  and 
the  great  amount  of  traffic  on  Belgrade  Avenue, 
Savage  Mini-Park  does  not  function  well  as  a 
sitting  area.  At  present,  it  can  best  serve  as  a 
green  space  amidst  a  busy  intersection.  If 
planting  beds  were  to  be  raised,  the  space  would 
be  more  visible  from  the  street  and  plants  would 
be  better  protected  from  snow  plow  damage. 
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Weather  Conditions: 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  Robert 
Street  showing  sidewalk 
and  curb  cuts. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Looking  down  South 
Fairview  Street. 
Shows  Cherry  trees. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Shows  site  and  its 
prominence  in  its 
neighborhood  context. 


Neighborhood:  Roslindale 

Site  Name:  Emmet  Square 

Location:  South  Conway  and  Roberts  Streets 

Acreage:  0.02  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No. :  PDS-13 


Site  Description: 


Emmet  Square  is  a  very  small  triangular  island 
formed  by  the  intersection  of  Robert,  South 
Fariview,  and  South  Conway  Streets.  This  square 
consists  simply  of  a  sidewalk  along  Robert  Street 
and  a  lawn  with  two  flowering  Cherry  trees. 
Neighboring  land  uses  are  residential,  commercial 
and  mass  transit. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  curb  and  all  of  the  sidewalk  are  in 
good  to  excellent  condition.  The  two  Cherry  trees 
are  in  good  condition.  However,  the  grassed  area 
is  irregular  and  needs  to  be  regraded. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


With  repair  of  its  lawn,  Emmet  Square  can  well 
serve  as  a  refreshing  green  space.  The  planting 
of  a  third  Cherry  tree  would  further  improve  the 
space  by  resolving  the  tension  that  is  created  by 
the  ^*e  current  composition  of  two  trees. 
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